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Message from the President

Hello neighbors,

President David Jacques of Ridgeleigh Community Association 
has recently emailed and informed the RCA Board that he is 
stepping down from his position as President of RCA. 
Unfortunately, his career has become very demanding and he 
realized he is not able to volunteer the time that is needed for the 
association. We thank him for his services and wish him will. 

Per RCA bylaws, Vice President Michael Kaspar will succeed to 
the presidency role for the duration of this term. This term will run 
until the general elections which are held in May.

The Vice President position was open and William Deysher, Past 
President, volunteered to fill the position for the remainder of the 
term. This was voted on and approved during the last general 
meeting. 

Past President, Dave Lechert, and Rebecca Deysher have 
volunteered to oversee the Membership Committee that was 
previously vacant. 

The RCA is looking forward to finishing out this term with new 
leadership and is always looking for neighbors to volunteer as we 
continue to make our community a wonderful place to live.

And as always please feel free to contact me at 
president@ridgeleigh.net if you have any questions, concerns or 
ideas to better the RCA and community.

Kind regards,
Michael Kaspar
President, Ridgeleigh Community Association
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Come join the RCA for an
Easter Egg Hunt at 
Ridgeleigh Park!!  

Saturday, April 12th 
All Kids 12 and under are Welcome 

to participate!
We are meeting at the White Oak 

Rd. Park Entrance at 9:45. 
The Easter Egg Hunt will begin at 

10:00 am SHARP!

Message from County Councilman David Marks
 
It has been a pleasure to represent Ridgeleigh on the Baltimore 
County Council over the past four years.  Since 2010, we have been 
able to get many of Ridgeleigh's roads resurfaced; we downzoned 
property throughout the area to limit infill development, adopted new 
regulations to try to improve the look of commercial development, and 
got full-service status restored at the Loch Raven public library.
 
You have probably read about the School Superintendent's 
proposal to modify some of the schools along the Loch Raven 
Boulevard corridor.   The plan involves renovating Halstead 
Academy with a magnet program, and renovating Loch Raven 
Elementary School for use by students who would normally have 
attended Halstead Academy.  The plan is controversial, in no small 
part due to insufficient feedback from community leaders.
 
In February, County Councilwoman Cathy Bevins and I proposed an 
alternative plan that would have greater benefit for residents in 
Ridgeleigh, Loch Raven Village, and Knettishall.  Under our plan, 
funding would be allocated to Halstead Academy for a 
renovation, and to either Oakleigh or Pleasant Plains Elementary 
Schools (or both) for renovations and new seats.  The proposal would 
address the overcrowding at Oakleigh Elementary School and allow 
for air conditioning, something the Superintendent's plan does not do.  
I will continue communicating with community leaders as this process 
unfolds.  
 
Baltimore County Councilman David Marks

Important  Numbers 

Emergency  
911

Police 
Non-emergency 
410.887.2222

County Ride   
410.887.2080
 
MTA Mobility               
410.764.8181

Code Enfocement  
410.887.3351

Abandoned Vehicles  
410.887.2209

Rat Complaints            
410.887.RATS

Drug Enforcement 
Hotline    
410.887.1870

Ridgeleigh President               
410.657.2319
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Nominating Committee Members needed!

Do you want to make a difference in your community?  Do you know someone who would serve 
the community’s needs?  The Ridgeleigh Community Association is looking for our fellow neigh-
bors to join the Nominating Committee to help recruit members to run for the offices of Presi-
dent, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  Those elected to our Board of Directors work to 
sustain the quality of our community as well as push new incentives to make it an even greater 
place to live!  However, we can’t do that without the help from you and our neighbors.

At our Ridgeleigh Community Association’s Annual meeting held at Johnny Dee’s Lounge on 
May 8, 2014 at 7:00 pm.  The members will elect the new Board of Directors.  The new Board 
of Directors will take office at the close of the meeting.  The Nominating Committee will meet 
and publish a Slate of Officers for nomination.  More details on the Nominating Committee and 
the duties of each office can be found in Article IV of the bylaws on our website Ridgeleigh.net
Please join me on the Nominating Committee to help recruit our future Board of Directors.  This 
is your opportunity to make a difference in the community!  

To get involved, you can contact Sam Bourne on Nextdoor or via email: swb377@yahoo.com.

A Ridgeleigh resident uses crab pots to save a parking space after a snowstorm.
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GTCCA – What’s In It for 
Ridgeleigh?

In 2013 Ridgeleigh became a member 
community of the Greater Towson Council 
of Community Associations, Inc. (www.
gtcca.org).  This organization is 
comprised of a large group of 
surrounding communities and is involved 
with the maintenance and improvement 
of those same areas.  Meetings are on a 
monthly basis and encompass many 
topics of general interest, after which the 
executive/voting members hold their 
meeting.  Our representatives are Karen 
Fitze, Diane Blackwood, and Mike Kaspar 
(in that order).  This provides RCA 
representation at the meetings.

GTCCA is in close contact with the 
following, who usually present current 
topics of interest:

      • Towson University (TU), TU 
         Complaint Procedures (how to deal   
         with TU students being a nuisance), 
         TU President’s office, Special 
         campus activities
      • 4th of July Parade committee
      • Councilman Mark’s office
      • County Police – Captain Howard is  
          a regular
      • Goucher College
      • Towson Chamber of Commerce
      • Police/Community Relations
          representative
      • TACOP (Towson Area Citizens on
          Patrol)
      • Towson Library

The group also stays current on various 
topics such as street lighting, school 
development plans, commercial and 
residential development plans, traffic 
problems, and zoning issues.

At the most recent meeting, a 
presentation was made that addresses 
county council representation districts.   
This was presented by Mike Ertel, who is 
a long-term member of the GTCCA and 
who ran for county council back when 
David Marks’ won.  For such an 
important item to be presented and 
discussed, I was concerned that this was 
jammed on the end of what was a lengthy 
general meeting.  At the end, the group 
decided to support this effort.  I was one 
of the few who felt is only fair that such 
an important issue be brought back to the 
board for review and vote to support on 
behalf of our community.  Mr. Ertel was 
hot to trot on this, however, and won sup-
port of the group.  

The author’s concerns are:

      • The so-called county-wide 
          committee mentioned at the 
          beginning of the report names    
          none of the members of that 
          committee.  I asked this question
          twice and was given vague 
          answers (actually Mr. Ertel 
          repeated 2 names only).

      • There was no prior report of just  
          what was happening so that the 
          members would be aware of this 

(cont’d)
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          report and suggestion.  It is as if the 
          GTCCA was to just take Mr. Ertel’s 
          word for it and let the votes go his 
          way with no discussion.  

     • If we are to get the petitions signed, 
         the community must foot the bill for 
         double-sided copying and all 
         petitions must be turned in by May, 
         2014.

     • Mr. Ertel is a long-standing 
         opponent to development and this is 
         reflected in his report.  He also 
         mentioned that when he runs for 
         county council again (Freudian 
         slip?) he would be able to represent 
         his community more effectively.  

    • We will still be in David Marks’ 
         district, which is a good thing 
         regardless of whether this gets on
         the ballot or not.  There are 
         concerns, however, that this is being
         presented and requested for 
         completion within a very narrow 
         timeframe.  

We may be discussing this at the next 
Ridgeleigh board meeting.  If so, it will be 
posted on Nextdoor and on our website.  
If you are interested, please keep an eye 
on both resources for further information.

Karen Fitze
Public Relations Chairperson

Former Raytheon Property on 
Joppa Road to be 
Redeveloped

A community meeting about the Raytheon 
Property Development was held on 
February 25, 2014.  The property is 
currently zoned industrial so the 
developer has to apply for a PUD 
(Planned Unit Development), which has 
been done with Councilman Marks.  
Buccini/Pollin Group owns the property, 
and Design Collective is the architecture 
and planning firm.  The owners have 
spent four years studying the property 
and have decided that a mixture of 
retail and residential is the best use of the 
space.  The Raytheon building will be 
demolished because it is obsolete, and 
four retail buildings along with a town 
square will be built near Joppa Road 
(restaurant, convenience store, gas 
station, pharmacy).  Apartments (mostly 1 
and 2 bedroom), with ground floor 
apartments having garages, will be built 
in the back of the property.  There are no 
plans to have Section 8 or student 
housing.  The owners are hoping for 
young professionals or empty-nesters.  
Residents raised several concerns: truck 
deliveries, truck traffic in the surrounding 
neighborhoods, crime, and the condition 
of Mylander Road.  The owners, who 
performed a traffic study, claimed that 
there will not be an increase in traffic from 
when the Raytheon building was in use.

Diane Blackwood
RCA Secretary
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Herb & Soul Gastro Cafe 
Brings New Flavor to 
Ridgeleigh

Herb&Soul Gastro Cafe, located at 1702 
Yakona Road in Parkville, MD, prides 
itself on the partnerships forged with 
Maryland farmers and waterman to bring 
forward flavors in freshness, enhanced 
by the deft hands of Chef David. Each 
morning, Chef David has the luxury of 
choosing his ingredients from passionate 
growers and purveyors who share his 
vision for nutrition rich foods that stimu-
late all the senses. 

From the crunch of Herb & Soul Rolls 
(collard greens, yams and jerk chicken) 
and Fried Frog Legs (sustainable) to 
Local Blue Catfish, Free Range Honey 
Rosemary Chicken and Vegetarian 
Pasta Verde (local kale pesto with garlic 
tofu meatballs), these recipes allow diners 
to join Herb & Soul in their mission to 
support the future of our local food-ways. 
And save room for their sweet potato bis-
cuits and housemade homey desserts!

Current food specials include Two Course 
Tuesdays (a small plate and an entree for 
$25) and Bistro Burger Night 
Wednesdays (Kale Chipotle Chicken 
Burger, Curried Lamb, Wild Boar, Bison, 
Kimchi Burger and more PLUS hand-
scooped milkshakes). 

Open Tuesdays through Saturdays for 
dinner and Brunch on Saturdays and 

Sundays, this BYOB Cafe is also one of 
the area’s only spots for live music on 
weekends. Jazz, R&B, Folk and Blues are 
all on-tap every Saturday evening. 

Reservations may be made via Herb & 
Soul at 410-668-1886 or through the 
convenience of Open Table. Check out 
the complete menu and entertainment 
line-up at www.herbandsoul.net or on 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Her-
bandSoul
 

Baltimore County Code 
Enforcement Launches Online 
Reporting System

Baltimore County residents will now be 
able to register and track code 
enforcement complaints online, thanks to 
a new mobile system unveiled in March.  
The site can be found at http://www.balti-
morecountymd.gov/codecomplaint.  

The elimination of the paper system will 
make the processing of complaints much 
more efficient.   Code enforcement 
officials will be able to access records in 
the field using tablets.  Also, 
complainants will have the opportunity to 
supply an email address in order to 
receive updates regarding their 
complaints.  Baltimore County 
processes over 18,000 complaints each 
week.  The new system is estimated to 
save the County between $800,000 and 
$1,000,000 according to an article in the 
Baltimore Sun.        
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Johnny Dee’s Lounge

Best Shrimp Salad in 
Town!

1705 Amuskai Road | Parkville, MD 410-
665-7000

See you 

at the 

lounge!

Community Events

Easter Egg Hunt
Bring the family to join us for a neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt.  

The rain date will be the following Sunday.
Saturday, April 12 | 10:00 AM

Ridgeleigh Park

 RCA Annual Meeting
At our next general membership meeting we’ll elect officers to 
serve on the Board of Directors.  Arrive early to socialize with 
neighbors and enjoy some great food and beverage from the 

folks at Johnny Dee’s!
Thursday, May 8 | 7:00 PM

Johnny Dee’s Lounge

Clean and Green
Have a green thumb?  Help add more curb appeal to the neigh-
borhood by sprucing up around the park and community signs.   

Saturday May 17 | 10:00 AM
Ridgeleigh Park 

Keep up to date on all current events and other 
important neighborhood news by visiting us on the web at www.rigeleigh.net

Your Ad Here 
Reasonable Advertising Rates

Discounted rates for Ridgeleigh Residents 
and Non-Profits

Reach over 1,100 households!!!
email: pr@ridgeleigh.net 

phone 410.657.2319
More information is available at Ridgeleigh.net
http://www.ridgeleigh.net/ridgeleigh-review-ad-

vertising-packages
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   Membership Registration Form 

Membership in the Ridgeleigh Community Association is the easiest way for you to 
support the community.   Memberships are currently being renewed for the period 
between June 1, 2014 and May 31, 2015.  Membership is open to all residents of the 
Ridgeleigh Community.
Please complete this form and mail it along with dues to:
Ridgeleigh Community Association, P.O. Box 9851, Towson, 21284

 Name_______________________________
 Address_____________________________
 Phone______________________________
 Email_______________________________ 

Membership Dues: $15 per household/ year ($7 Seniors - over 60 years old) 
Checks payable to: The Ridgeleigh Community Association 



1220 E. JOPPA ROAD  |  TOWSON, MD  |  433.901.0270
★ ★ ★ ★ GLORYDAYSGRILL .COM ★ ★ ★ ★

12GDG042 Towson BC-sized Ad_3_PRESS.pdf   1   11/29/12   3:32 PM

  Custom Copy Printing 
  Serving the Ridgeleigh Community 

 Since 1968 
Full Service Printing for  

your Business and Personal needs 
Full Color and Black & White Copies 

5% OFF order of $25 or more with Ad 
8632 Loch Raven Blvd. across from Gulf Station 

410-821-1565 • Fax 410-821-5164 
                 Email:  customcopy@aol.com   Expires 12-31-11 
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Evelyn H. Johnson
Timothy Fosbrink

Heather N. Hayes-Davison

Family Owned
& Operated

Burial & Cremation Services

Pre-Planning 
& Pre-Financing Available

Serving Baltimore & the surrounding  
counties for over 50 years.

Allow our family of professionals to serve your family.

410-668-2300
www.JFHMD.com

8521 Loch Raven Blvd.
Beltway Exit 29B
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